MEMORANDUM

TO:

CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

TERESA McCLISH, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

BY:

MATTHEW DOWNING, PLANNING MANAGER

SUBJECT:

CONSIDERATION OF STAFF PROJECT 17-010; PROPOSAL FOR A
PUBLIC ART PIECE ON THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS; LOCATION
– 215 E. BRANCH STREET; APPLICANT – ARROYO GRANDE
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE

DATE:

NOVEMBER 14, 2017

SUMMARY OF ACTION:
Approval would allow the installation of a public art mural on the eastern wall of the City
Council Chambers.
IMPACT ON FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL RESOURCES:
Impacts are anticipated to personnel resources for installation of the art project as a
result of the Recreation Services Department and Public Works Department providing
personnel to prepare the wall for painting and to supervise children during the handprint
application. This impact is estimated to be approximately seven (7) hours and total
approximately $600.
The applicant, Arroyo Grande Public Art (AGPA), will be providing the paint materials for
the selected artist, paint materials for the children, and the sealant to protect the mural
from the sun and graffiti, totaling approximately $3,000. Arroyo Grande Public Art has
additionally requested the City Council authorize the purchase of the primer for the
mural, which would add an additional cost of approximately $200 to $300.
RECOMMENDATION:
The Parks and Recreation Commission recommends the Council adopt a Resolution
approving the public art proposal.
BACKGROUND:
In 2002, the City Council approved recommendations for an Art in Public Places
Program and Process. The recommendations were prepared with the assistance of the
San Luis Obispo County Arts Council. It was largely in response to community
controversy that was generated by a public art piece that was displayed by a private
developer in the Village. An Art Donation Program was approved by the City Council in
2006. In 2011, the Public Art Guidelines were amended regarding the Art in Public
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Places Program and limited the process only to private projects. The City’s current
Guidelines are included in Attachment 1.
In January 2013, AGPA was established as a program within Arroyo Grande in Bloom
(AGIB), a non-profit volunteer organization. To date, five (5) art pieces have been
approved. The most recent art pieces are the “Rehearsal” statue in front of the Clark
Center and the “Roots of Diversity” piece located in front of Arroyo Grande High School.
Arroyo Grande Public Art continues discussions regarding a sign program for art pieces
implemented under the Public Art Guidelines in order to establish a recognizable
continuity with the program and provide for opportunities to supply supplemental
educational information about the various art pieces utilizing a Quick Response (QR)
code, which can be read using a smart phone.
Parks and Recreation Commission
The Parks and Recreation Commission considered the proposed art piece at its
meeting of October 2, 2017. The Commission was in support of the project, expressed a
desire that the proposal were more visible and that the piece was maintained and added
to over time. The Commission recommended the Council approve the art proposal.
ANALYSIS OF ISSUES:
Arroyo Grande Public Art proposes the installation of a mural on the eastern sidewall of
the Council Chambers through the formation of a partnership between their group and
the City. The specific art proposal includes a mural approximately fifty feet (50’) by six
feet (6’) and will include:
 A decorative painted banner to include the language “Future City Leaders”;
 A frame of sweet peas – the official City flower; and
 Handprints and first names of local children in different colors within the sweet
pea frame.
The objective of the art piece is twofold. The first is to beautify a portion of the alley from
the Le Point Street parking lot to the Council Chambers, which is not well-known by
most individuals. The second is to target community youth to become and remain
engaged as leaders of the City into the future.
Review Process under Public Art Guidelines
In accordance with the City’s Public Art Guidelines and since the proposal is on City
property, the mural shall be considered and approved by the City Council following a
recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Commission and in consultation with
the San Luis Obispo County Arts Council. The panel selection for this project includes
the following to date:
 Two representatives from the property owner: Public Works Director Bill Robeson
and Planning Manager Matt Downing


Two representatives from the County Art Council: Kathy Teuffel and Jim Trask
Item 10.a. - Page 2

CITY COUNCIL
CONSIDERATION OF STAFF PROJECT 17-010
NOVEMBER 14, 2017
PAGE 3


One representative from the Architectural Review Committee: Bruce Berlin



One representative from the Chamber or Village Improvement Association: Bob
Lund



One representative from the South County Historical Society: Nan Fowler

The intent of establishing the process was to ensure that public art projects were
sensitive to community concerns, but to avoid government censorship of art. The
primary focus was on private projects in public view. However, because the City is the
property owner, the Council is required to approve the installation and maintenance of
the mural on City property.
The following criteria are used in the selection of public art, which was also developed
by the County Arts Council:
1. Relationship to the social, cultural and historical identity of the area;
2. Evaluation of artistic excellence;
3. Appropriateness of scale, form, material, content and design relative to the
immediate and general neighborhood;
4. Appropriateness of proposed materials as regards to structural and surface
integrity, protection against vandalism, public safety and weathering;
5. Ease of maintenance;
6. Appropriateness of proposed method of installation of artwork and safety and
structural factors involved in installation; and
7. Artist’s experience in working on comparable projects.
The Public Art Panel met on October 30, 2017 to review the project and advise the
Council on the above criteria. At that meeting, the Panel found that even though an
artist has not yet been secured, the proposal met the above criteria and recommended
the City Council approve the mural installation.
ALTERNATIVES:
The following alternatives have been identified for the Council’s consideration:
1. Adopt the Resolution approving the installation of the mural on the Council
Chambers;
2. Modify and adopt the Resolution approving the installation of the mural on the
Council Chambers;
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3. Do not adopt the Resolution and direct staff to return with an appropriate
resolution for the denial of the mural on the Council Chambers; or
4. Provide direction to staff.
ADVANTAGES:
Providing sites for public art installations will enhance the visual aesthetic of the City
and will draw attention to a portion of a public facility that is currently ignored.
DISADVANTAGES:
Installation of the mural will require maintenance by the City in the future.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:
In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Community
Development Department has determined that this project is categorically exempt
based upon section 15301(e) of the CEQA Guidelines regarding existing facilities.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND COMMENTS:
A notice of public hearing was mailed to all property owners within 300’ of the project
site, was published in the Tribune, and posted at City Hall and on the City’s Website on
Friday, November 3, 2017. The Agenda was posted at City Hall and on the City’s
website in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2. At the time of report
publication, no comments have been received
Attachments:
1. Public Art Guidelines
2. Arroyo Grande Public Art proposal
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RESOLUTION NO.
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ARROYO GRANDE APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF A
PUBLIC ART MURAL ENTITLED “FUTURE CITY LEADERS”
(STAFF PROJECT 17-010); LOCATED ON THE EASTERN WALL
OF THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 215 E. BRANCH
STREET; APPLIED FOR BY ARROYO GRANDE PUBLIC ART
WHEREAS, in 2002, the City Council approved the Art in Public Places Program and Process;
and
WHEREAS, in 2011, the City Council amended the Public Art Guidelines to evaluate public art
proposals within the City; and
WHEREAS, in 2013, Arroyo Grande Public Art was established as a program within Arroyo
Grande in Bloom to help facilitate public art proposals within the City; and
WHEREAS, Arroyo Grande Public Art has proposed the “Future City Leaders” mural to be
installed on the eastern wall of the City Council Chambers; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Public Art Guidelines, the Parks and Recreation
Commission reviewed the art proposal on October 2, 2017 and recommended the City Council
approve the proposal; and
WHEREAS, the Public Art Panel reviewed the art proposal on October 30, 2017 and
recommended the City Council approve the proposal; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the project in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines, and the Arroyo Grande Rules
and Procedures for Implementation of CEQA and has determined that the project is
categorically exempt per Section 15301(e) of the CEQA Guidelines regarding existing facilities;
and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the art proposal at a duly noticed public hearing on
November 14, 2017; and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds, after due study, deliberation and public hearing, the art
proposal is acceptable in light of the following selection criteria outlined in the Public Art
Guidelines of the City:
SELECTION CRITERIA – PUBLIC ART
1. Relationship to the social, cultural, and historical identify of the area.
2. Evaluation of artistic excellence.
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3. Appropriateness of scale, form, material, content and design relative to the immediate
and general neighborhood.
4. Appropriateness of proposal materials as regards to structural and surface integrity,
protection against vandalism, public safety and weathering.
5. Ease of maintenance.
6. Appropriateness of proposed method of installation of artwork and safety and structural
factors involved in installation.
7. Artist’s experience in working on comparable projects.
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the “Future City Leaders” art proposal is acceptable
when evaluated against the above criteria and will provide a unique opportunity to engage the
local youth in a distinctive civic project.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Arroyo Grande does
hereby approve Staff Project 17-010 for the installation of the “Future City Leaders” public art
proposal as set forth in Exhibit “B” and subject to the conditions as set forth in Exhibit "A",
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference:
On motion of Council Member________, seconded by Council Member_________, and on the
following roll call vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
The foregoing Resolution was adopted this 14th day of November 2017.
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_____________________________________
JIM HILL, MAYOR

ATTEST:

KELLY WETMORE, CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

_____________________________________
JAMES A. BERGMAN, CITY MANAGER

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________________________
HEATHER K. WHITHAM, CITY ATTORNEY
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EXHIBIT "A"
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR
STAFF PROJECT 17-010
“FUTURE CITY LEADERS” PUBLIC ART PROPOSAL
GENERAL CONDITIONS:
1.

This approval authorizes the installation of the “Future City Leaders” public art proposal
on the eastern wall of the City Council Chambers as depicted in Exhibit “B”.

2.

Arroyo Grande Public Art shall ascertain and comply with all State, County and City
requirements as are applicable to this project.

3.

The art installation shall occur in substantial conformance with the application and plans
on file in the Community Development Department.

4.

Arroyo Grande Public Art shall comply with all of the Conditions of Approval for Staff
Project 17-010.

5.

Arroyo Grande Public Art shall agree to indemnify and defend at his/her sole expense
any action brought against the City, its agents, officers, or employees because of the
issuance of said approval, or in the alternative, to relinquish such approval. The
applicant shall reimburse the City, its agents, officers, or employees, for any court costs
and attorney’s fees which the City, its agents, officers or employees may be required by a
court to pay as a result of such action. The City may, at its sole discretion, participate at
its own expense in the defense of any such action but such participation shall not relieve
applicant of his/her obligations under this condition.

6.

Arroyo Grande Public Art shall provide all paint and protective materials for the mural.
The City shall provide personnel for the preparation and protection of the mural surface.
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ATTACHMENT 1
CITY OF ARROYO GRANDE

PUBLIC ART

Public Art Guidelines
And
Public Art Donation Program

Adopted by City Council
Resolution No. 3787
October 12, 2004
Ordinance No. 557
October 26, 2004
Amended by City Council
Resolution No. 4411
November 8, 2011
© 2004, 2011 City of Arroyo Grande
All Rights Reserved
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PUBLIC ART GUIDELINES

Purpose
The purpose of these Guidelines is to create a framework to facilitate and encourage property
owners to provide outdoor public art on their property, or, if approved by the Director of
Community Development, in the adjacent public right-of-way. For purposes of these Guidelines
“Public Art” shall mean art located on private property that is displayed in an open area that is
freely available to the general public or public accessibility is provided based upon the
characteristics of the artwork or its placement on the site. Artwork may include free-standing
pieces (e.g. a sculpture or water fountain) or may be integrated into its surroundings as an
architectural element (e.g. relief sculpture embedded in pavement or a wall, a mosaic or mural on
a wall, decorative railings or lighting.
These Guidelines are intended to assist artists, citizens and city officials and staff to understand
the City’s goals regarding art that is displayed in a manner that is available and accessible to the
general public. The City recognizes that art and artistic expression is a protected activity and
these Guidelines are not intended to unduly restrict creative expression or limit the types of
public art possible. Rather, they are intended to facilitate and encourage the best possible
combination of sites and artwork, and help to guide what is essentially a form of communication
between the artist and the community.
Process
These Guidelines are applicable to public art projects proposed to be located on private property
or by a private owner in the adjacent public right of way. The guidelines and criteria contained
herein shall also apply to public art projects on City property, which shall be considered and
approved by the City Council, in consultation with the San Luis Obispo County Arts Council,
and with the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission if art is proposed to be
placed on park property, and are subject to the Public Art Donation Program to the extent
applicable.
Public Art Panel
In order to solicit community input and involvement for the consideration and promotion of
public art on private property in the City, a Public Art Panel has been established to review all
public art. The 7 member panel is made up of the following representatives to be convened as
needed (a minimum of 6 members shall be residents or business owners in Arroyo Grande):


2 representatives from the property owner.



2 representatives designated by the County Arts Council.



1 representative from the Architectural Review Committee.



1 representative from the Chamber of Commerce or 1 representative from the Village
Improvement Association if the project is within the Village Districts.



1 representative from the Historical Society.
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The Public Art Panel will convene to approve public art by a majority vote after the piece or
plans are presented at a public hearing held by the City Council for the purpose of obtaining
community input. The San Luis Obispo County Arts Council shall act in an advisory capacity to
the Public Art Panel.
Guidelines
The following guidelines developed by the San Luis Obispo County Arts Council are intended to
facilitate and encourage Public Art that is proposed to be placed on private property or by a
property owner on adjacent public right of way within the City:
1.

Public art shall be original and of high artistic quality.

2.

Public art shall be compatible with the immediate site and neighborhood in terms of
social and cultural characteristics, architectural scale, materials, land use and
geographical and environmental context.

3.

Public art shall not impede pedestrian or vehicle traffic or conflict with public or private
easements.

4.

Consideration shall be given to any public safety or public health concerns related to, or
created by, the artwork.

5.

Public art shall be constructed of durable, high-quality materials and require minimal or
no maintenance.

6.

Public art shall be securely installed.

7.

A wide variety of artistic expression is encouraged. However, expressions of profanity or
vulgarity are inappropriate.

Selection Criteria
The following are considerations for the selection of public art
1.
Relationship to the social, cultural and historical identity of the area;
2.

Evaluation of artistic excellence;

3.

Appropriateness of scale, form, material, content and design relative to
the immediate neighborhood;

4.

Appropriateness of proposed materials as regards to structural and
surface integrity, protection against vandalism, public safety and
weathering;

5.

Ease of maintenance;
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6.

Appropriateness of proposed method of installation and artwork and
safety and structural factors involved in installation;

7.

Artist’s experience in working on comparable projects.

The City or Public Art Panel may consider a revolving art program for a proposed location on an
ongoing basis.
Location
Public art is allowed in any district and is strongly encouraged in the Village Downtown, Village
Mixed Use, Gateway Mixed Use, Fair Oaks Mixed Use and Public Facility Districts. Promotion
of public art visible from intersections within these districts as well as proximate to public
gathering areas, plazas and public parking areas is highly recommended.

PUBLIC ART DONATION PROGRAM
Purpose
Public art can provide aesthetic, cultural and economic benefits to the community. The City of
Arroyo Grande Public Art Donation Program is a means by which an artist, or an individual or
group commissioning an artist, may donate, gift or bequeath public art to the City of Arroyo
Grande for location in a city owned public place.
Definition
Public art can be defined as “The engagement of an artist with public place involving original,
creative work by an individual or a group.” This includes functional and original works of art
that also serve as capital improvements, such as, but not limited to seating, fountains, lighting,
and free standing art forms. Pre-fabricated manufactured items such as benches, fountains etc.
are not considered public art.
Proposal
Proposals should include:
1.

A donor application form (See Attachment 1)

2.

The artist or donor’s name,

3.

Title of the work and artist statement

4.

Description of the work (such as a photograph, artist’s rendering or computer generated
image)

5.

The materials and size of the work

6.

A preferred public location

7.

A statement from the donor and artist that the art is free of encumbrances
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8.

The artist’s resume if available

9.

Estimated value of donated work

10.

Recommended manner of installation

11.

Estimated maintenance cost

PUBLIC ART

Process
The following steps will result in the review and decision regarding a proposal:
1.

The proposal would be submitted to the Community Development Department to review
it to:
a.

Determine ongoing and General Plan consistency, accuracy and appropriateness.

b.

Insure it would not create an undue risk or a safety problem.

c.

Consider maintenance requirements

d.

Determine durability

e.

Identify any engineering concerns

2.

The proposal will be reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Commission if proposed to be
placed on a park property.

3.

Recommendations will be forwarded to the City Council for review and action during a
public hearing. The Council would have final approval of the donation.

Guidelines for Review of the Proposal
The following guidelines would be used for review of art donations:
1.

Public art shall be original and of high artistic quality.

2.

Public art shall be compatible with the immediate site and neighborhood in terms of
social and cultural/historical characteristics, architectural scale, materials, land use and
geographical and environmental context.

3.

Public art shall not impede pedestrian or vehicle traffic or conflict with public or private
easements.

4.

Consideration shall be given to any public safety or public health concerns related to or
created by the artwork.

5.

Public art shall be constructed of durable, high-quality materials and require minimal or
no maintenance.
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6.

Public art shall be securely installed.

7.

A wide variety of artistic expression is encouraged. However, expressions of profanity or
vulgarity are inappropriate.

Display of Public Art
1.
A contract shall be executed between the artist and the City establishing the terms of the
proposed installation.
2.

Artwork shall be displayed to include the artwork title, artist’s name, patron’s name if
applicable and date of completion. The materials used and a short explanation of the
work could be included as an option. Plaques will not be used for advertising purposes.

3.

Prior to accepting the project, the Community Development Department shall receive
from the artist or donor a set of plans, specifications, and a copy of a maintenance record,
which identifies maintenance, installation and removal instructions. The transportation,
installation and adjunct costs (such as engineering, a base for the artwork or other
installation elements) related to artwork are the responsibility of the donor.

4.

Once the art piece is installed (by the donor under the supervision of City staff with the
artist’s installation direction and donor installation funding), it will require inspection and
sign off by a City Building Inspector.

5.

Following inspection, the artwork shall become the property of the City. A publicized
dedication ceremony shall be held to present the art piece to the community.
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