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STREET AND SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS
REACH IMPORTANT MILESTONE
One of the primary goals of the 2006 Local Sales Tax measure was to establish a
dedicated funding source for infrastructure and capital project needs. One of the top
priorities of the measure and the City’s Critical Needs Action Plan is improvements to
streets and sidewalks.
Since the measure was approved,
streets with major deficiencies have been
upgraded, which include Farroll Road,
Brisco Road, James Way, portions of East
Grand Avenue, Pearwood Avenue, the
Orchard Street neighborhood, and now West
Branch Street. El Camino Real is scheduled
to be reconstructed in the Spring.
Once streets are improved, ongoing
maintenance can eliminate the need for
additional reconstruction.
Preventative maintenance includes slurry seal or
microsurfacing projects, which the City refers to as its Pavement Management
Program. The City recently approved a new Pavement Management Program and 5year funding plan for Local Sales Tax revenues, which represents an important
milestone in achieving one of its major goals. All streets are projected to be in a
condition sufficient to include in the Pavement Management Program within four
years. Thereafter, all streets will receive a preventative maintenance treatment at a
minimum seven year cycle. This accomplishment will save the City a tremendous
amount of money in the future by avoiding expensive street reconstruction projects.
New or recent sidewalk projects include Crown Hill, Elm Street and Tally Ho.
Utilizing new state-of-the-art equipment to cut lifted sidewalk, the City recently
contracted to repair over 300 sidewalk trip and fall hazards. Over 600 will be
addressed this year. By using in-house staff to replace the worst sidewalk areas, the
City’s goal is to address all sidewalk repairs within the next three years.

THE CENTENNIAL
IS ALMOST HERE!
January will begin a year-long
Centennial celebration in Arroyo
Grande, with the main event on July
10th, which will mark the 100th
anniversary of the City’s incorporation.
Planning has been underway for the past
year for a number of activities, which
include a parade, festival, entertainment,
fireworks, time capsule, bike ride, 5k
run, gala, country dance, Centennial
Park improvements to the gazebo area,
and more.
Opportunities still exist for
sponsorships and volunteers to become
involved in this once in a lifetime event.
A great way to support the community
is to become a banner sponsor.
Centennial banners will line the streets
with sponsors names. The fee is $500
for businesses and organizations and
$400 for individuals and families.
Please contact City Hall at 4735400 for more information.

MOVE TO NEW CITY HALL UNDER WAY
The City has begun the move of City Hall operations to the former Farm Credit building at 300 East Branch Street. Acquisition
was made possible through a trade for buildings at 200 and 208 East Branch Street and
the parking area in between, as well as a Federal low-interest loan.
The move will take place in phases. The Building and Engineering Divisions have
completed relocation to the new facility. The Planning Division is expected to move in
December and administrative departments will follow in January. A lease of the existing
City Hall has been approved, which will make full relocation and improvements
possible, while maintaining flexibility to reoccupy the building if necessary in the future.
Relocation will require temporary modified hours for permit operations so patience of
our customers during this transitional period is appreciated.
Ongoing costs to finance the new building are less than $80,000 annually, while
consolidating staff into one building will save the City several hundred thousand dollars per year by combining positions and
functions. Services will improve through better coordination and the City will accomplish the goal of maintaining City Hall in the
Village.
The property trade also enables the Short Street Shops project to begin construction, which will include a restaurant with
outdoor dining and other amenities. The City is working with the contractor to minimize disruption to neighboring businesses as
much as possible. The Saturday Farmers’ Market will move temporarily to the west side of the Olohan Alley parking lot.
Completion of the entire project is projected in late Spring.
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STAGECOACH EXPRESS

WINTER FUN FOR KIDS
AT ELM STREET CENTER

ARROYO GRANDE IN BLOOM
CLEANS UP COMMUNITY AND AWARDS

The City of Arroyo Grande
Recreation and Maintenance Services
Department is offering Winter Children
in Motion Camp and Playground
Programs. The programs will take place
December 20th through January 7th
(closed December 24th and 31st) for
children 5 to 13 years of age.
The Winter Camp program runs
Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. at Elm Street Community
Center. The cost is $32 for one day, up
to $140 for 5 days.
The Playground Program runs
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at the Elm Street
Community Center. This is a drop-in
program and the cost is $21.00 per day
or $10.50 per half day.
The programs provide fun-filled
activities such as board games, contests,
crafts, foosball, coloring, sports, carom
games, and field trips to local
organizations. Parents may register their
children at the Recreation Division
office located at 1221 Ash Street, Arroyo
Grande.
For more information, call the
Recreation Office at 473-5474.

The City is proud to be part of the Arroyo Grande In Bloom program. Arroyo
Grande In Bloom (AGIB) is a non-profit volunteer organization dedicated to the
beautification of Arroyo Grande. They plant flowers and trees, do litter and brush
removal, maintain natural resources, and much more. It is a coalition of many
community groups and
individuals that love Arroyo
Grande and have come together
to work on the common
purpose of improving the
community.
Arroyo Grande In Bloom is
also a participating member of
the America In Bloom
beautification program and
National Competition.
Each
spring, judges from America In
Bloom evaluate participating cities from throughout the United States in eight
beautification categories. They encourage competitive spirit, while also offering
constructive suggestions for future civic improvements.
The hard work of the Arroyo Grande volunteers was recently recognized by
America In Bloom. The 2010 America In Bloom Symposium was held on September
30th through October 2nd in St. Louis, Missouri. A contingency of volunteers were
on hand as Arroyo Grande became the major award winner for 2010.
AGIB came home with four major awards. Along with the Population Category
Award, which is the grand prize recognition for cities in the 15,000 to 25,000
population category, these included the Community Involvement Criteria Award, the
YouTube Video Competition, and the John R. Holmes III Community Champion
Award. The Community Champion Award recognizes an individual who exemplifies
community leadership through actions that reflect the mission of the organization,
which went to Arroyo Grande In Bloom Co-Chair Bob Lund.
Please visit www.arroyograndeinbloom.org for information on how to volunteer.

TOURISM LOGO
UNVEILED
The City of Arroyo Grande has
partnered with the Chamber of
Commerce, Village Improvement
Association and
Historical
Society
in
establishing
a
Tourism
Task
Force.
The
purpose of the
Task Force is to
develop tourism
strategies
and
marketing efforts
to
enhance
economic development opportunities,
City revenues, and support for existing
local businesses.
The first task was to develop a
branding effort for the community,
which will be used as a common theme
in these efforts. Vintage California was
developed through a professional
marketing study, which highlights both
the community’s heritage and
agricultural and vineyard features.

HISTORICAL BUILDINGS STUDIED
The City’s Historical Resources Committee has undertaken a Historical Resources
Survey in the Village core commercial area. The Committee has contracted with
consultants Page & Turnbull to prepare the study. The purpose is to develop a
comprehensive assessment of buildings in the Village core area in order to determine
which buildings meet historical criteria established by the City.
The study will benefit both the City and property owners. It will help protect
historic resources. At the same time, by identifying the historical status of each
structure, it will help to proactively and clearly identify restrictions, guidelines and
opportunities rather than having to assess these issues on a case by case each time a
project is proposed through a process that can be costly to the applicant.
The assessment is projected to be completed in early 2011. Property owners will
be notified of an opportunity to comment on draft findings before it is finalized.

BE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF TREE REGULATIONS
The City places a high priority on enhancing, managing and protecting its trees. It
is important that all residents be educated on the City’s regulations involving trees.
All trees that overhang the street or sidewalk must be maintained so the lowest
branches are a minimum of 14 feet above the street and 9 feet above the sidewalk.
This is critical in order for refuse trucks to be able to make curbside refuse collections.
Removal of any tree requires approval of the City if located in the City right-ofway or easements fronting the property. Removal of any oak tree on private property
also requires City approval if the trunk width is over 12 inches in diameter when
measured 4 1/2 feet from the base.
Please contact the Recreation & Maintenance Services Department at 473-5474 if
you have questions or need more information.

