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ESSAY CONTEST

CELEBRATION AGENDA
SET TO GO

After over a year of planning, the
schedule of Centennial events is in place
and activities are underway, leading to
major events the weekend of the City’s
100th anniversary on Sunday, July 10th.
A schedule is being distributed to every
household and will be available by
contacting City Hall at 473-5400 or at
www.arroyograndecentennial.org.
A Centennial golf day will take place
on June 20th at Cypress Ridge. On June
25th, a special birthday party for all
those over 90 years old will be held at
the Victorian Pitkin-Conrow Estate and a
Century for the Century Bike Ride will
take off from Heritage Square Park. The
Centennial weekend will begin with the
Friday night Centennial Gala at the
South County Regional Center. Tickets
are limited and can be purchased at the
Clark Center box office. Saturday will
also feature a 5K Run and a country
western dance at the IOFF Hall.
July 10th will include a major
celebration festival. The day will begin
with a non-denominational sunrise
service at the Rotary Bandstand.
Booths, games, rides, food, time capsule
ceremony and entertainment will take
place from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in
Olohan Alley and Heritage Square Park.
Entertainment will move to East Branch
Street and East Grand Avenue at 4:00
p.m. The Centennial Parade will begin
at 6:00 p.m., followed by a Fireworks
Finale at 9:00 p.m.

Students 1st through 12th grades are
invited to participate in the Centennial
Essay contest, which will be based on
the topic: “What I love about Arroyo
Grande.” Forms were distributed to all
schools in April and can be obtained
from City Hall by contacting 473-5400.
Submittals are due June 7th. The top
three winners in each grade will receive
prizes, certificates and will have their
essays placed in the time capsule to be
opened in 100 years.

Centennial Park
Dedication
Construction of the Centennial Park
improvements have been completed and
were officially dedicated on April 30th.
Major sponsors that helped make it
possible were honored at a formal
ceremony. The park includes the gazebo
area next to the Swinging Bridge.
Improvements include upgrade of
the gazebo, extension of the creekside
walk, a new flag pole, new brick work
and planters, a time capsule monument,
regrading of the grass area to increase
usable space, and other enhancements.
The project was funded from
donations, grant funds, and developer
fees.
Special thanks go to Owens
Corning, who donated the beautiful new
Duration Designer Series roofing
shingles for upgrade of the gazebo, as
well as the Short Street public restroom.
In addition, the Five Cities Men’s Club
donated the time capsule, which will be
installed at the July 10th event.

April - June 2011

MAJOR SPONSORS
Special thanks to the major sponsors
for making the celebration possible:
Platinum
Rabobank
The James and Barbara Roullard Family
Wal-Mart
Nick & Kathy Tompkins
Brisco’s Village Gift Shop
KSBY 6 and CW 5
Gold
Santa Lucia Bank
Assemblyman Katcho Achadjian
Pacific Gas & Electric
Compass Health
Wells Fargo
Silver
Heritage Oaks Bank
Tom & Kathy Goss
Ira’s Bike Shop
Rotary Club of Arroyo Grande
Bronze
Carrol & Joan Pruett
Flood Family
Drs Gaby & Ken Levine
Bill & Lynnette Borgman
J Johnson Law Office
CoastHills Federal Credit Union
Wallace Group
Village Improvement Association
Pismo Beach – Five Cities Rotary Club
Arroyo Grande Community Hospital
Klondike Pizza
Laetitia Vineyard & Winery
Owens Corning
Pelech Family
In Memory of Francis & Mary Lou Fink

CENTENNIAL EXHIBIT

The South County Historical Society
has opened the Arroyo Grande
Centennial Exhibit 1911-2011 “Snapshot
of a New City” at the IOFF Hall, 128
Bridge Street. Open Fridays 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. and Saturdays 12:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m., the exhibit features artifacts,
photos, and information about the
Pacific Coast Railway, the fight for
incorporation, and other facts about the
City’s beginnings.
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Silver Centennial
Coins
In celebration and honor of this
year’s Arroyo Grande Centennial, a
limited number of 100 Sterling Silver
Centennial Coins have been minted. The
limited edition coins went on sale in
early February for $100 each and this
special collector’s item is going fast.
The one ounce fine silver coins are
beautifully minted with the Centennial
logo and a brief history of Arroyo
Grande. The coins can be purchased by
contacting Rabobank at 473-6859.
A variety of other memorabilia is
also available, including centennial wine
glasses, shirts, books, pins and more.
Items and where to purchase them can be
found on the Centennial web site at
www.arroyograndecentennial.org.

CENTENNIAL SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES

The Summer Concert Series this
year will feature music from each of the
decades of the past century as a special
recognition of the City’s Centennial
Celebration. Concerts will take place at
the Rotary Bandstand at Heritage Square
Park on Sundays at 1:00 p.m.
The following is a list of dates and
programs:
June 12th: Music of the 1910’s
June 26th: Music of the 1920’s
July 4th (Monday): Music of the 1930’s
July 9th: Music of the 1940’s
July 10th: Music of the 1950’s
July 24th: Music of the 1960’s
August 7th: Music of the 1970’s
August 21st: Music of the 1980’s
September 4th: Music of the 1990’s
September 18th: Music of the 2000’s

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on March 26th to formally kick off full use of
Arroyo Grande’s new City Hall at 300 East Branch Street, which was followed by an
open house and tours for the public. All improvements have been completed except
for the elevator installation, which is scheduled in May. City Hall staff and operations
have all been located to the new facility.
The new public counter consolidates utility billing, building, engineering and
planning permit functions and staff. This has increased efficiency, reduced costs,
improved services, and increased public counter hours open to the public. Overall
coordination is improved by co-location of administration staff in one location. The
building has achieved Federal Americans with Disabilities Act compliance, not
possible in the former buildings. A new climate controlled facility is dedicated to the
City’s computer network, protecting this valuable equipment. Finally, new meeting
room facilities are now available for staff and public board and committee meetings.

El Camino Real
Reconstruction Project
The City Council recently approved
a comprehensive reconstruction project
of El Camino Real. The project will
upgrade El Camino Real from East
Grand Avenue to Oak Park Boulevard.
The approximately $2 million
project will include a full pavement
reconstruction, as well as installation of
missing sidewalk segments, expansion
of the park-and-ride lot, addition of bike
lanes, and utility improvements. The
four month construction period is
scheduled to begin in late June 2011. It
is funded from a combination of Local
Sales Tax revenue, developer impact
fees, Federal grant funds, and utility
funds. This project will complete the
streets in the worst condition identified
as the highest priority when the Local
Sales Tax measure was proposed and
approved in 2006.
An extensive microsurfacing and
slurry seal program is also planned for
this summer. The City recently updated
its pavement management program,
which will result in future upgrade of all
City streets on an ongoing minimum
cycle of every seven years.

CITY INCREASES
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Utilizing a State grant and loan, the
City recently contracted for a variety of
energy efficiency improvements to City
facilities, including lighting, HVAC,
computer, and other upgrades. Savings
in energy costs will be used to pay back
the loan. It will also result in net cost
savings to help address other City
funding needs.

ADOPT A STREET

The City is starting an “Adopt-AStreet” program, similar to the Adopt-AHighway program operated by Caltrans.
Businesses, churches, neighborhood
associations, service clubs and other
groups may adopt a minimum half-mile
section of one of the City’s major streets.
In return for conducting at least four
cleanups per year, sponsors will be
recognized with a sign located at the
beginning and end of their designated
sections. Activities may include litter
pick up, weed removal and monitoring
the street to report problems to City
staff. For more information, please
contact the Recreation and Maintenance
Services Department at 805-473-5474.

Castillo Del Mar
Extension
The City has been working with the
Lucia Mar Unified School District and
property owners adjacent to the Arroyo
Grande High School on a project to
extend and widen Castillo Del Mar from
Orchard Street to Valley Road. The
purpose of the project is to create
alternate access behind the high school
to help relieve traffic on Fair Oaks
Avenue, particularly at the intersection
of Orchard Street.
In order to avoid losing grant funds
approved for the project, the City
reached agreement with the School
District to begin with installation of the
bike path portion of the roadway, which
will begin construction this summer.
The remainder of the road improvements
will be completed and opened within
two years when funds are received from
an adjacent development in the County.

